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estates in Parliament; to which, as the highest legisla-
tive authority, all subjects are bound passively to submit.
Neither was there much blood shed on so great a change of
religion. But a considerable number of lords, and other per-
sons of quality through the kingdom still continued in their
old faith, and were, notwithstanding their difference in re-
ligion, employed in offices civil as well as military, more or
less in every reign, until the Test Act in the time of King
Charles II. However, from the time of the Reformation,
the number of Catholics gradually and considerably lessened.
So that in the reign of King Charles I. England became, in
a great degree, a Protestant Kingdom, without taking the
sectaries into the number; the legality whereof, with respect
to human laws, the Catholics never disputed: But the
Puritans, and other schismatics, without the least pretence
to any such authority, by an open rebellion, destroyed that
legal Reformation, as we observed before, murdered their
King, and changed the monarchy into a republic. It is
therefore not to be wondered at, if the Catholics, in such a
Babel of religions, chose to adhere to their own faith left to
them by their ancestors, rather than seek for a better among
a rabble of hypocritical, rebellious, deluding knaves, or
deluded enthusiasts.

We repeat once more, that if a national religion be changed
by the supreme legislative power, we cannot dispute the
human legality of such a change. But we humbly conceive,
that if any considerable party of men which differs from an
establishment, either old or new, can deserve liberty of con-
science, it ought to consist of those who for want of convic-
tion, or of a right understanding the merits of each cause,
conceive themselves bound in conscience to adhere to the
religion of their ancestors; because they are of all others least
likely to be authors of innovations, either in Church or State.

On t'other side; If the reformation of religion be founded
upon rebellion against the King, without whose consent, by
the nature of our constitution, no law can pass. If this
reformation be introduced by only one of the three estates,
I mean the Commons, and not by one half even of those
Commons; and this by the assistance of a rebellious army:
Again, if this reformation were carried on by the exclusion
of nobles both lay and spiritual (who constitute the two other